
7LPH�LW�VHHPHG��KDG�EHHQ�SUHVVHG�LQWR�D�ERWWOH���0\�H\HV�JUDEEHG�DW�WKH�WRZQV�RI�IRUPHU�(DVW�*HUPDQ\�DV�WKH\�RFFDVLRQDOO\�SXQFWXDWHG�
WKH�JUH\�VNLHV�DQG�JUHHQ�ODQGVFDSH��EXW�1HXVWDGW��'RVVH��VOLSSHG�DZD\�EHIRUH�,�FRXOG��GR�PRUH�WKDQ�ZULWH�WKH�ZRUG�³GHVRODWH´�RQ�WKH�
EDFN�RI�P\�WLFNHW�HQYHORSH���:LWWHQEHUJH��ZKHUH�D�VWDEOH�RI�3D]LILN-FODVV�VWHDP�HQJLQHV�KDG�RQFH�EHHQ�KRXVHG��ZDV�D�VOLJKWO\�EXVLHU�SODFH��
DV�,�QRWHG�LQ�GHVSDLULQJ�VFULEEOHV���/XGZLJVOXVW��WR�ZKLFK�,�ZRXOG�ODWHU�UHWXUQ��FOHDUHG�,&(�����RQ�LWV�H[SUHVV�WUDFN���=XJIXKUHU�+--�
%XFKRO]�ZHQW�DERXW�KLV�EXVLQHVV�OLIWLQJ�WLFNHWV�LQ�WKH�VHDOHG�TXLHW�RI�WKH�FRDFKHV���$�OLWWOH�%ULWLVK�IODJ�RQ�KLV�ODSHO�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�KH�VSRNH�
(QJOLVK���7KHUH�ZDV�QR�WLPH�WR�FKDW�ZLWK�KLP��KRZHYHU��DV�WKH�WLPH�IURP�WKH�ODVW�VWRS�LQ�%HUOLQ-6SDQGDX�WR�WKH�+DPEXUJ-+DXSWEDKQKRI�
EDUHO\�JDYH�KLP�WLPH�WR�ZRUN�WKURXJK�WKH�WUDLQ���6R��,�GUHZ�QR�FRQFOXVLRQV��IRUPHG�QR�JUDQG�VFKHPHV��PHW�QR�IHPPH�IDWDOHV���$V�
VRPHRQH�H[FLWHGO\�QRWHG��LW�ZDV�MXVW�OLNH�IO\LQJ� 

,W�ZDV�0DUFK�LQ������DQG�WKH�,&(��,QWHU&LW\�([SUHVV��RI�WKH�*HUPDQ�5DLOZD\V��'%��ZDV�FDUU\LQJ�PH�IURP�%HUOLQ-2VWEDKQKRI�WR�
+DPEXUJ-+DXSWEDKQKRI�LQ���KRXU�����PLQXWHV����,Q�������ZKHQ�,�ZRUNHG�LQ�WKH�8�6��$UP\¶V�%HUOLQ�%ULJDGH�5DLO�7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ�2IILFH��
WKH�VDPH�����NP�WULS��ZRXOG�KDYH�WDNHQ�PH�RYHU��ò�KRXUV��KDG�,�EHHQ�SHUPLWWHG�WR�PDNH�LW���3DVVHQJHUV�RQ�WKDW������WUDLQ�KDG�EHHQ�MXVW�
DV�LVRODWHG�IURP�WKHLU�VXUURXQGLQJV��LW�KDG�EHHQ�RQH�RI�WKH�,QWHU]RQH�URXWHV���)URP������XQWLO�������%HUOLQ-+DPEXUJ�WUDLQV�UDQ�QRQ-VWRS�
WKURXJK�WKH�*HUPDQ�'HPRFUDWLF�5HSXEOLF���,W�ZDV�ILQH�QRZ�WR�WU\�WKH�QHZ�QRQ-VWRS�VHUYLFH��RSHUDWLQJ�RYHU�*HUPDQ\¶V�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�KLJK-
VSHHG�URXWH����,Q�������WKH�'LHVHO�VWUHDPOLQHU�)OLHJHQGH�+DPEXUJHU�PDGH�LWV�����NP�K�GHEXW�RQ�WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�PDLQ�OLQH����%XW�,�ZDQWHG� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH��� 

:ULWWHQ�IRU�WKH�5DLOV�WR�%HUOLQ�ZHEVLWH 

E\�5��:��5\QHUVRQ 

0D\����� 

6HJPHQW�RQ�WKH�1LFKROVRQ�0HPRULDO�HYHQW�RI�
���0DUFK�������SXEOLVKHG�LQ�,VVXH����RI�WKH�

%8609$�2EVHUYHU 

7ʊʇ�(ʏʄʔʃʅʋʐʉ�)ʑʔʇʕʖ 

'LG�\RX�HYHU�ORRN�RXW�WKH�WUDLQ�
ZLQGRZ�DQG�ZRQGHU�ZKDW�LW�ZRXOG�
EH�OLNH�WR�VWRS�LQ�RQH�RI�WKRVH�WRZQV" 



WR�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WUDLQV�FRXOG�VWRS�LQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�
*HUPDQ�PHJDFLWLHV���$QG�,�KDG�OHDUQHG�WKDW�EH\RQG�WKH�WUDLQ�
ZLQGRZV�WLPH�PRYHG�PRUH�VORZO\� 

,�KDG�RQO\�UHFHQWO\�SLFNHG�XS�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�/XGZLJVOXVW��
WKH�³9HUVDLOOHV�RI�WKH�1RUWK´�DQG�LWV���WK�FHQWXU\�UROH�DV�
*UDQG�'XNH�/XGZLJ¶V�GHYHORSPHQW���/XGZLJ�ZDV�DWWUDFWHG�WR�
WKH�KXQWLQJ�LQ�WKH�GDUN�IRUHVWV�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�OLWWOH�WRZQ���
0XFK�RI�LWV�VWRU\�LV�WKDW�RI�W\SLFDO�*HUPDQ�WRZQV���,�KDG�RQO\�
NQRZQ�RI�LW�DV�D�QDPH�RQ�WKH�PDS�RI�GDUN�(DVW�*HUPDQ\��WKH�
SODFH�ZKHUH�RQ����0DUFK�������DQ�$PHULFDQ�KDG�EHHQ�NLOOHG� 

$V�,�GXJ�LQWR�WKH�EDFNJURXQG�RI�WKDW�LQFLGHQW��KRZHYHU��,�ZDV�
WR�OHDUQ�WKDW�IRUHLJQ�DUPLHV�KDG�EHHQ�KHUH�PRUH�WKDQ�RQFH���
/XGZLJ¶V�IRUHVWV��,�IRXQG��KHOG�PRUH�VWRULHV�WKDQ�,�H[SHFWHG� 

,W�DOO�EHJDQ�VLPSO\�HQRXJK���,�ZRXOG�DWWHQG�WKH�GHGLFDWLRQ�RI�
D�ZD\VLGH�PHPRULDO�QHDU�/XGZLJVOXVW�DQG�ZULWH�D�VWRU\�IRU�
WKH�%HUOLQ�8�6��0LOLWDU\�9HWHUDQV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�2EVHUYHU���
7KDW�ZRXOG�EH�RQH�GD\�RXW�RI�D�WZR-ZHHN�YDFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�QHZ�
*HUPDQ\��HDVW�DQG�ZHVW� 

$V�WKDW�ZDV�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��OHW�PH�SUHVHQW�\RX�WKDW�VWRU\�
�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�2EVHUYHU�,VVXH�������ZLWK�VRPH�DGGLWLRQDO�WH[W�
DQG�ZLWK�SKRWRV���7KHQ��ZH�FDQ�IROORZ�WKH�WUDLO�WKDW�OHG�PH�WR�
WKH�5HG�$UP\�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�WKH�DUHD��WR�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�
$PHULFDQV�ZKR�DUULYHG�LQ�WKLV�DUHD�LQ�������WKH�1DSROHRQLF�
)UHQFK�ZKR�VWD\HG�KHUH�LQ�������DQG�LQ�D�ILQDO�WZLVW��WR�D�
VRXUFH�LQ�&RORUDGR�RQO\�D�IHZ�PLOHV�ZHVW�RI�P\�KRPH� 

 

 

 

 

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH���� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH��� 

In March 1971, I visited the afternoon Interzone 
express to Berlin in the Hamburg-Hauptbahnhof.  It 

would depart at 5:00 p.m. and reach Berlin’s Zoo 
Station at 11:09 p.m., then enter East Berlin. 



 

0(025,$/�6(59,&(�)25�/7&�$57+85�1,&+2/621 

E\�5��:��5\QHUVRQ 

�$W�OHDVW�QR�RQH�ZDV�NLOOHG�LQ�WKH�&ROG�:DU�� 

7KDW�ZDV�DQ�DFWXDO�WKRXJKW�LQ�D�OHWWHU�WR�WKH�HGLWRU�LQ�D�'HQYHU�QHZVSDSHU�
QRW�WRR�ORQJ�DJR���7KH�GLYHUVH�JURXS�WKDW�JDWKHUHG�RQ����0DUFK������LQ�D�
ILHOG�QHDU�/XGZLJVOXVW�LQ�IRUPHU�(DVW�*HUPDQ\�ZRXOG�KDYH�GLVDJUHHG���
7ZHQW\�\HDUV�HDUOLHU�RQ�WKDW�GDWH�LQ�WKH�QHDUE\�ILHOG��8�6��$UP\�0DMRU�
$UWKXU�1LFKROVRQ�ZDV�VKRW�GRZQ�E\�D�6RYLHW�$UP\�VHQWU\�LQ�FROG�EORRG��
SRVVLEO\�WKH�ODVW�RI�DQ�XQFRXQWHG�QXPEHU�RI�IDWDOLWLHV�LQ�WKH�&ROG�:DU���$W�
JXQSRLQW��6RYLHW�VROGLHUV�NHSW�KLV�GULYHU��6WDII�6HUJHDQW�-HVVLH�6FKDW]��
IURP�SURYLGLQJ�ILUVW�DLG�RU�FRPIRUW���7KH������JDWKHULQJ�ZDV�WR�GHGLFDWH�D�
PHPRULDO�PDUNHU�RQ�WKH�URDG�QHDU�WKH�VLWH��UHSODFLQJ�WKH�PRGHVW�PDUNHU�
VWROHQ�HDUOLHU� 

1RZ��KLV�ZRUN�DQG�WKDW�RI�KLV�FROOHDJXHV�LV�UHFRJQL]HG�DV�RQH�RI�WKH�
IRXQGLQJ�HOHPHQWV�IRU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DUPV�LQVSHFWLRQ�SURJUDPV�DQG�SHDFH
-NHHSLQJ�DVVLJQPHQWV���$UWKXU�1LFKROVRQ�ZDV�SRVWKXPRXVO\�SURPRWHG�WR�
/LHXWHQDQW�&RORQHO�DQG�LV�EXULHG�LQ�$UOLQJWRQ�1DWLRQDO�&HPHWHU\��DQ�
$PHULFDQ�KHUR���7KHQ��KH�ZDV�D�ZHOO-WUDLQHG�RIILFHU�VHUYLQJ�LQ�WKH�8�6��
0LOLWDU\�/LDLVRQ�0LVVLRQ�LQ�3RWVGDP��FRYHULQJ�WKH�6RYLHW�=RQH�RI�GLYLGHG�
*HUPDQ\����86�YHWHUDQV�IURP�%HUOLQ�XQLWV�UHFDOO�VXSSRUW�ZRUN�IRU�WKH�
860/0�RU�UHPHPEHU�LQGLYLGXDOV�RQ�WKH�0/0�WHDPV�DV�FROOHDJXHV�DQG�
IULHQGV�� 

7KH�0DUFK���WK�HYHQW�ZDV�RUJDQL]HG�E\�WKH�$OOLHG�0XVHXP�LQ�%HUOLQ��
ZLWK�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�E\�IRUPHU�FROOHDJXHV�RI�0DMRU�1LFKROVRQ��WKH�8�6��DQG�
*HUPDQ�JRYHUQPHQWV��DQG�WKH�ORFDO�JRYHUQPHQW���$OVR�UHFRJQL]HG�ZHUH�
WKH�%ULWLVK�DQG�)UHQFK�YHWHUDQV�RI�WKHLU�PLOLWDU\�OLDLVRQ�PLVVLRQV�ZKR�
DWWHQGHG��WKH\�WRR�ZHOO�NQRZ�WKH�GDQJHU�LQYROYHG�LQ�ZRUN�WKDW�KHOSHG�WR� 

 

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH��� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH��� 

I came to Ludwigslust in 2005 to 
learn about and attend the 20th 

anniversary remembrance for U.S. 
Army Major Arthur Nicholson.  He 

was shot by a Soviet Army sentry 
when the Major and his sergeant 
emerged from the woods shown 

behind me in this photo.  He 
died in this field.  Major 
Nicholson was on duty for the 

U.S. Military Liaison Mission at 
Potsdam.  He was of my Baby Boom 

generation, born after WWII.    

--rwr-- 



NHHS�WKH�SHDFH���,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�ORFDO�RIILFLDOV�DQG�WKH�PHGLD��WRZQVSHRSOH�
DQG�IDUPHUV�IURP�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�DUHD�WRRN�WLPH�RXW�WR�DWWHQG���%HUOLQ�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�0LOLWDU\�9HWHUDQV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�PHPEHUV�ZHUH�LQ�DWWHQGDQFH� 

(QOLVWHG�VROGLHUV�RI�WRGD\�SOD\HG�LPSRUWDQW�SDUWV�LQ�WKH�HYHQW��WRR���$�8�6��
$UP\�+RQRU�*XDUG�IURP�����,QI�&RP�KHOG�WKHLU�SRVLWLRQ�WKURXJKRXW�
PRVW�RI�WKH�HYHQW��DV�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�VWDQG�LQ�WKH�RSHQ�ILHOG�WR�SRVW�FRORUV���
7KLV�FURVV-VHFWLRQ�RI�$PHULFDQV�IURP�,OOLQRLV��,QGLDQD��)ORULGD�DQG�
*HRUJLD�GLG�WKHLU�MRE�ZLWK�VW\OH���$GGLQJ�WR�WKH�SRLJQDQF\�RI�WKH�PRPHQW�
ZDV�D�WUXPSHWHU--�D�%XQGHVZHKU�+DXSWIHOGZHEHO�ZKR�SOD\HG�WKH�*HUPDQ�
VROGLHUV
�PHPRULDO�VRQJ���,FK�KDW
�HLQHQ�.DPDUDGHQ�� 

$WWHQGHHV��ZKR�VWRRG�SDWLHQWO\�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�HYHQW��KHDUG�IURP�9,3
V�
LQFOXGLQJ�'U��+HOPXW�7URWQRZ��2%(��WKH�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�$OOLHG�0XVHXP��
ZKR�VHW�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�EDFNJURXQG�RI�WKH�LQFLGHQW��5ROI�&DUVWHQVHQ��63'���
/DQGUDW�RI�/XGZLJVOXVW��VRPHZKDW�OLNH�EHLQJ�FKDLUPDQ�RI�D�8�6��FRXQW\�
FRPPLVVLRQ��UHFRJQL]HG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�KRQRULQJ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�HIIRUWV�
E\�SHRSOH�VXFK�DV�0DMRU�1LFKROVRQ���0DMRU-*HQHUDO�5RODQG�/DMRLH��86�
$UP\��5HWG���SURYLGHG�SHUVRQDO�PHPRULHV�RI�$UWKXU�1LFKROVRQ���$V�FKLHI�
RI�WKH�860/0��WKHQ-&RORQHO�/DMRLH�ZRUNHG�FORVHO\�ZLWK�0DMRU�1LFKROVRQ��
WKHQ�KDG�WKH�GXW\�RI�VXSHUYLVLQJ�WKH�HIIRUWV�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�DQG�WU\�WR�PDNH�
VHQVH�RI�WKH�HYHQW�RI�WKH�VKRRWLQJ�DQG�WKH�WZLVWHG�WUDLO�RI�HYHQWV�DQG�
QHJRWLDWLRQV�WKDW�IROORZHG���2EHUVW�(UQVW-:LOKHOP�+DUGHU��WKH�
%XQGHVZHKU
V�GLVWULFW�FRPPDQGHU�IRU�WKH�6FKZHULQ�UHJLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�
/XGZLJVOXVW�VSRNH�RI�WKH�UHVSHFW�WKDW�KDV�NHSW�0DMRU�1LFKROVRQ
V�PHPRU\�
DOLYH�DQG�QRZ�OHG�WR�WKH�XQYHLOLQJ�RI�WKH�PHPRULDO�PDUNHU� 

,Q�TXLHW�FLUFOHV�EHIRUH�WKH�HYHQW��ORFDO�DWWHQGHHV�SURYLGHG�WKHLU�RZQ�
UHFROOHFWLRQV�RI�WKH�HYHQW���$V�,�DVNHG�TXHVWLRQV��,�IRXQG�WKDW�WKHLU�
REVHUYDWLRQV�EDVLFDOO\�PDWFKHG�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQV�UHDFKHG�E\�WKH�8�6��
LQYHVWLJDWLRQ���2QH�IDUPHU�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�UHPHPEHUHG�KHOLFRSWHUV�ZLWK�
6RYLHW�$UP\�EUDVV�DUULYLQJ�IURP�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�%HUOLQ�DV�WKH\�KXUULHG�LQ�
WR�WU\�WR�JHW�WKHLU�VWRU\�VWUDLJKW�EHIRUH�8�6��RIILFLDOV�FRXOG�GULYH�WR�WKH�VLWH���
)DUPHUV�VDLG�WKDW�WKH\�NQHZ�WKDW�WKH�6RYLHW�WDQN�IDFLOLW\�QHDU�WKH�VKRRWLQJ� 

 

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH��� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH��� 

Shown speaking is Major General 
Roland Lajoie, USA (Retd) and 

listening, to his right, is Dr. 
Helmut Trotnow, OBE, director of 

the Allied Museum.  The road on 
the left side of the photo is 
today identified as B191. 



VLWH�KDG��VKRRW�WR�NLOO��VHQWU\�SRVWV��EXW�WKDW�WKH�URXWH�IURP�ZKLFK�WKH�8�6��RIILFHU�DQG�
KLV�VHUJHDQW�DSSURDFKHG�ZDV�QRW�PDUNHG�DV�DQ�RII-OLPLWV�DUHD�IRU�DQ\RQH� 

 

 

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH��� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH��� 

Left:  Honor guard relaxing for a few minutes before 
the ceremony:  Sergeants First Class Robert Howard of 

Illinois, Keith McIntosh of Georgia, Privates First 
Class Gina Tarantino of Indiana, Justin Levine of 

Florida. 

Below:  After the ceremony, the Bundeswehr and 

Ludwigslust civic leaders hosted a reception in the new 
hotel in town, the Mecklenburger Hof. 



7KDQNV�WR�WKH�NLQGQHVV�RI�/XGZLJVOXVW�UHVLGHQWV��,�ZDV�DOVR�DEOH�WR�YLVLW�WKH�DOPRVW�IRUJRWWHQ�6RYLHW�PLOLWDU\�FHPHWHU\�LQ�D�QHDUE\�WRZQ�
�0RUH�RQ�WKLV�LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SDJHV��� 

 

>7RGD\��/XGZLJVOXVW�LV�VKDNLQJ�RII�WKH�GXVW�RI�VHYHQ�GHFDGHV�RI�ZDU�DQG�RSSUHVVLRQ���,�WRRN�D�ORRN�DW�WKH�IDFLOLWLHV�LQ�WKH�0HFNOHQEXUJHU�
+RI�DQG�/DQGKDXV�.QRHWHO�DQG�WKHVH�DQG�RWKHU�KRVWHOULHV�ZRXOG�PDNH�D�JRRG�RYHUQLJKW�VWRSRYHU�RQ�D�WRXU�IURP�%HUOLQ�WR�WKH�1RUWK�6HD��
6FDQGLQDYLD�RU�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV���,W�LV�RQ�WKH�UDLO�OLQH�DQG�KLJKZD\V�IURP�%HUOLQ�WR�+DPEXUJ���7KH�ZRRGV�ZKHUH�0DMRU�1LFKROVRQ�DQG�66*�
6FKDW]�WXUQHG�RII�WR�FKHFN�RXW�WKH�6RYLHW�VLWH�LV�YLVLEOH�RQ�WKH�ZHVW�VLGH�RI�WKH�UDLOZD\�DQG�KLJKZD\�MXVW�VRXWK�RI�/XGZLJVOXVW�@ 

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH��� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH��� 

Below:  the big 
story about the 

U.S. on 24 March 
2005 was the Terry 

Schiavo case, but 

the Volkszeitung 
also carried a 

story about the 
Nicholson 
memorial. 

Left:  Along with Archduke Ludwig’s developments 
came the homes of high officials and middle-class 

merchants who catered to their aristocratic 
patrons.  Ludwigslust's fine homes are being 

restored. 

Above:  Townspeople, farmers, retired and active 
military, journalists and diplomats gathered along 

Highway B191 to remember Major Arthur Nicholson and 
the cause for which he gave his life.  The former 
Soviet tank facility behind the audience is now a 

recycling plant. 



 

>/XGZLJVOXVW
V��OLQNV�ZLWK�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�KDYH�DOVR�EHHQ�H[SDQGHG���,W�LV�QRZ�D�VLVWHU�FLW\�RI�0XVFDWLQH��,RZD���7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�
*HUPDQ-$PHULFDQV�ZKRVH�URRWV�JR�EDFN�LQWR�WKLV�DUHD��DV�LW�ZDV�UHODWLYHO\�FORVH�WR�WKH�SRUWV�RI�+DPEXUJ�DQG�%UHPHQ�%UHPHUKDYHQ�@ 

 

>0DQ\�PRUH�GHWDLOV�RI�WKH����0DUFK������VKRRWLQJ�DQG�VXEVHTXHQW�HYHQWV�DUH�SURYLGHG�RQ�WKH�8�6��0LOLWDU\�/LDLVRQ�0LVVLRQ�YHWHUDQV
�
ZHEVLWH��DW���KWWS���ZZZ�XVPOP�RUJ�KRPH�IURQW�KWP 

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH���� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH��� 

Above:  A direct Prague-Berlin-Hamburg train 
rolls through Ludwigslust on the express 

track.  Passengers in the dining car may not 
even notice the history-laden town of 12,700. 

Right:  Clues to the history of Ludwigslust 
turned up in this 1921 official Prussian state 
map.  Major Nicholson died just off the road 

that goes northeast from Karstadt. 



��� 

 

'XULQJ�P\�UHDGLQJ�DERXW�WKH�LQFLGHQW�LQYROYLQJ�0DMRU�
1LFKROVRQ��,�EHJDQ�WR�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�/XGZLJVOXVW���,�
FRUUHVSRQGHG�ZLWK�0DULD���D�IRUPHU�UHVLGHQW�ZKR�ZDV�
VWXG\LQJ�0DU[LVW-/HQLQLVW�WKRXJKW�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�
VKRRWLQJ��DQG�OHDUQHG�WKDW�VKH�ZDV�XQIDPLOLDU�ZLWK�WKH�
HYHQW���:KHQ�ZH�KDG�ZRUNHG�WKURXJK�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�������
DQG�VKH�ZDV�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�,�ZDV�QRW�PLVORFDWLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�
WKDW�KDG�KDSSHQHG�HOVHZKHUH�--�QRW�GLIILFXOW�WR�GR�ZKHQ�
RWKHU�FRPPXQLWLHV�KDYH�WKH�VDPH�QDPH�--�VKH�DVNHG�ZK\�,�
ZDV�SD\LQJ�VR�PXFK�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�RQH�$PHULFDQ�ZKR�KDG�
GLHG��ZKLOH�PDQ\�6RYLHW�VROGLHUV�KDG�GLHG�LQ�OLEHUDWLQJ�
*HUPDQ\���,�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�,�ZDV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKHP��WRR��DQG�
VR�ZLWK�WKH�KHOS�RI�KHU���-\HDU�ROG�PRWKHU��ZH�YLVLWHG�WKH�
³5XVVLDQ�&HPHWHU\´�DV�ORFDO�SHRSOH�UHIHU�WR�LW� 

 

6,;7<�<($56�$)7(5�7+(�(1'�2)�:25/'�:$5�,, 

:H�GURYH�IURP�WKH�VPDOO�FLW\�RI�/XGZLJVOXVW�WR�WKH�HYHQ�
VPDOOHU�WRZQ�RI�1HXVWDGW-*OHZH�WR�YLVLW�WKH�6RYLHW�&HPHWHU\����
,�DP�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�SRVW-::,,�SHULRG��DQG�
WKLV�ORFDWLRQ�LV�YHU\�REVFXUH���,�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�IRXQG�LW�
RWKHUZLVH--�LW�VKRZV�RQ�WKH�RQ-OLQH�PDSV�RI�WKH�DUHD�VLPSO\�
DV��)ULHGKRI��-�D�JHQHULF�FHPHWHU\� 

7KLV�VLWH��QHDU�WKH�%HUOLQ�WR�+DPEXUJ�UDLOZD\�DQG�DXWREDKQ��
KDG�D�6RYLHW�PLOLWDU\�KRVSLWDO�DGMDFHQW���,�ORRNHG�XS�WKLV�
ORFDWLRQ�RQ�P\������PDS�RI�WKH�DUHD��DQG�IRXQG�QR�

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH��� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH��� 



GHQRWDWLRQ�RI�DQ\WKLQJ�EXW�IRUHVW�WKHUH���6XEVHTXHQWO\��,� 

 

OHDUQHG�IURP�WKH�1HXVWDGW-*OHZH�ZHEVLWH��KWWS���ZZZ�QHXVWDGW-JOHZH�GH�JHVFKLFKWH�KWPO��WKDW�WKLV�IDFLOLW\�ZDV�EXLOW�LQ������DV�WKH�
*HELHWVI�KUHUVFKXOH�IRU�WKH�+LWOHU�<RXWK�RUJDQL]DWLRQ���,Q�������LWV�IRUPHU�UROH�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�VZHSW�DVLGH��LW�EHFDPH�D�FRQYDOHVFHQW�
KRVSLWDO� 

7RGD\�WKH�KRVSLWDO�LV�D�WUDLQLQJ�FHQWHU�IRU�*HUPDQ�PLOLWDU\�GRFWRUV��WKH�)DFKlU]W]HQWUXP�GHU�%XQGHVZHKU���7KH�JUDYHV�DUH�DOO�RI�VROGLHUV�
ZKR�GLHG�DIWHU�WKH�ZDU��LQ�ZKDW�ZDV�E\�WKHQ�WKH�6RYLHW�=RQH�RI�*HUPDQ\��ODWHU�WR�EHFRPH�NQRZQ�WR�$PHULFDQV�DV�(DVW�*HUPDQ\��NQRZQ�
WR�WKH�%ULWLVK�DQG�RWKHUV�DV�WKH�*HUPDQ�'HPRFUDWLF�5HSXEOLF� 

$W�VRPH�WLPH�DIWHU�WKH�JUDYHV�ZHUH�SXW�LQ��ILU�WUHHV�ZHUH�SODQWHG�EHVLGH�PRVW���$V�WKH�JUDYHVWRQHV�DUH�FRQFUHWH��WKH\�DUH�VWDUWLQJ�WR�
GHWHULRUDWH��DQG�LW�LV�OLNHO\�WKDW�HYHQWXDOO\�WKLV�ZLOO�MXVW�EH�DQ�XQXVXDO�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�HPEUDFLQJ�IRUHVW���$V�WKH�*HUPDQV�WUHDW�WUHHV�ZLWK�
JUHDW�UHVSHFW��WKH�SHDFH�RI�WKLV�VSHFLDO�ZDOG�PD\�EH�DVVXUHG� 

,Q�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�JUDYHV��D�FHQRWDSK�EHDUV�D�SODTXH�ODXGLQJ�WKH�KHURLF�VROGLHUV�RI�WKH�5HG�$UP\�LQ�WKH�*UHDW�3DWULRWLF�:DU�RI�����-�����
7KH�WH[W�LV�IRXQG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�IRUPHU�6RYLHW�8QLRQ��DQ�HOHJ\�DSSURYHG�LQ�WKH�6WDOLQLVWV¶�LQWULFDWH�SURFHVVHV��EXW�DV�$PHULFDQ�SRHW�(ULF�
3DQNH\�ZURWH�DERXW�FHQRWDSKV��³:RUGV�DUH�EXW�DQ�HQWUDQFH«´��7KHUH�LV�PRUH�WR�WKLV�VWRU\� 

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH��� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH���� 



$V�P\�IRUPHU�*'5-FLWL]HQ�JXLGH�SRLQWHG�RXW��WKH�6RYLHWV�
WRRN�JUHDW�FDVXDOWLHV�LQ�IUHHLQJ�*HUPDQ\�IURP�1DWLRQDO�
6RFLDOLVP���:KDW�VKH�RPLWWHG�ZDV�WKDW�LQ�WKH�ODVW�SKDVH�RI�
WKH�ZDU��WKH\�WRRN�IDU�JUHDWHU�FDVXDOWLHV�WKDQ�PLOLWDU\�
H[SHUWV�ZRXOG�FRQVLGHU�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�QHFHVVDU\��DV�-RVHSK�
6WDOLQ�SXVKHG�KLV�ILHOG�PDUVKDOV�LQWR�D�PDG�UDFH�DJDLQVW�
ZKDW�KH�VXVSHFWHG�ZRXOG�EH�DQ�$PHULFDQ-%ULWLVK�DWWHPSW� 

 

WR�RFFXS\�PRUH�WKDQ�RXU�VKDUH�RI�*HUPDQ\���$V�*HUPDQ�
KLVWRU\�ZULWHU�3HWHU�2UWPDQQ�DOVR�QRWHV��6WDOLQ�ZDV�E\�WKDW�
WLPH�DZDUH�RI�WKH�8�6��DWRPLF�ERPE�SODQV��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�
*HUPDQV¶�VFLHQWLILF�UHVHDUFK�RQ�QHZ�ZHDSRQV���7KHVH�
IDFLOLWLHV�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�WKDW�6RYLHW�IRUFHV�EDWWOHG� 

5HWUHDWLQJ�*HUPDQ\�PLOLWDU\�HOHPHQWV�IHOW�IRUFHG�WR�ILJKW�
IRU�WKHLU�OLYHV��UDWKHU�WKDQ�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�VXUUHQGHU��DQG�VR�
WKH�6RYLHWV�LQKHULWHG�D�EDGO\�VPDVKHG�XS�UHJLRQ�DQG�D�
SRSXODWLRQ�WKDW�ZDV�PLVVLQJ�PDQ\�RI�WKH�RUGLQDU\�SHRSOH�
ZLWK�VNLOOV�DQG�DELOLWLHV�QHHGHG�WR�GHYHORS�D�SHDFHWLPH�
HFRQRP\���7KHQ�WKH\�FRPSRXQGHG�WKH�SUREOHP�E\�WDNLQJ�
UHSDUDWLRQV�RXW�RI�WKH�*HUPDQ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��ZKLFK�
VKDUSHQHG�WKH�HFRQRPLF�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�(DVW�DQG�
:HVW�*HUPDQ\� 

'XULQJ�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�SRVWZDU�SHULRG��VRPH�6RYLHW�
VROGLHUV�GLHG�RI�RWKHU�FDXVHV��LQFOXGLQJ�ILUH�IURP�WKHLU�RZQ�
VHQWULHV���7KLV�EULQJV�WKH�VWRU\�IXOO�FLUFOH��EHFDXVH�,�ZDV�LQ�
WKH�DUHD�WR�YLVLW�WKH�PHPRULDO�VLWH�IRU�8�6��$UP\�0DMRU�
$UWKXU�1LFKROVRQ�ZKR�ZDV�VKRW�GHDG�E\�D�6RYLHW�$UP\�
VHQWU\�LQ�������IRUW\�\HDUV�DIWHU�WKHVH�PHQ�GLHG���7KH�
6RYLHW�$UP\�ZDV�VWLOO�NH\HG�XS��DV�LI�LQ�D�VKRRWLQJ�ZDU���$V�
DQRWKHU�IRUPHU�*'5�FLWL]HQ�WROG�PH�LQ�D�UHIOHFWLYH�
PRPHQW�������WKH�:DU�--�:RUOG�:DU�,,�--�GLG�QRW�UHDOO\�HQG�

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH��� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH���� 

“Unknown” 



IRU�XV�XQWLO������� 

,Q�WKH�HQG��ZKDW�P\�KRVWV�DQG�,�GLG�DJUHH�RQ�ZDV�WKDW�WKH�OLYHV�RI�PDQ\�\RXQJ�PHQ�KDG�EHHQ�ZDVWHG� 

 

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH���� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH���� 

26 years after 
World War II 

ended, the rail 
network looked 

like this. 

Ludwigslust 
remained on one 

of the few main 
lines open for 
Interzone traffic 

between Berlin 
and Hamburg. 

Ludwigslust, 
where American 
soldiers ended 

their war, and 
Grabow, where 
Soviet forces 

halted, are 
highlighted in 

yellow on this 
reproduction. 



 

 

$�SKRWR�VKRZV�D�WRPEVWRQH�RI�RQH�RI�WKH�VHYHUDO��8QNQRZQ��5HG�$UP\�VROGLHUV�EXULHG�LQ�
1HXVWDGW-*OHZH��*HUPDQ\���6XQOLJKW�ILOWHULQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�WUHHV�RQ�0DUFK���WK�LOOXPLQDWHG�
WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�RQH� 

2WKHU�ORFDO�SHRSOH�ZLWK�ZKRP�,�VSRNH�UHFDOOHG�WKDW�WKH�$PHULFDQV�KDG�EHHQ�LQ�/XGZLJVOXVW�
DQG�YLFLQLW\�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ZDU���+DYLQJ�EHHQ�FKLOGUHQ�DW�WKH�WLPH��DQG�JLYHQ�WKDW�WKHLU�
VFKRROLQJ�ZDV�FDUULHG�RXW�LQ�WKH�*HUPDQ�'HPRFUDWLF�5HSXEOLF��(DVW�*HUPDQ\���WKH\�GLG� 

 

QRW�NQRZ�PXFK�DERXW�WKDW�SDUW�RI�WKHLU�KLVWRU\� 

 

 

$�&2/25$'2�&211(&7,21 

&XULRXV���DQG�KRSLQJ�WR�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�WKH�6RYLHW�VROGLHUV
�HDUO\�GD\V�WKHUH��,�ZHQW�WR�WKH�
'HQYHU�3XEOLF�/LEUDU\���,�DSSUHFLDWHG�ILQGLQJ�WZR�ERRNV�WKHUH�ZLWK�DQ�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�HQG�RI�
WKH�ZDU�LQ�/XGZLJVOXVW��EXW�PRUH�DPD]LQJO\��RQH�RI�WKHP�ZDV�E\�D�&RORUDGR�DXWKRU���(YHQ�
PRUH�DPD]LQJO\��DOO�,�KDG�WR�GR�ZDV�ORRN�KLP�XS�LQ�WKH�SKRQH�ERRN� 

2Q�6DWXUGD\�����0D\�������,�FDOOHG�RQ�-RKQ�'��0F.HQ]LH�LQ�KLV�PRXQWDLQ�KRPH�ZHVW�RI�
*ROGHQ��&RORUDGR���0F.HQ]LH�KDG�VHUYHG�DV�D�FRUSRUDO�DQG�WKHQ�DV�D�VHUJHDQW�LQ�WKH���QG�
$LUERUQH��DQG�KDG�VXUYLYHG�EDWWOHV�WKDW�EHJDQ�LQ�WKH�LQYDVLRQ�RI�1RUPDQG\�LQ������DQG�

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH���� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH���� 



HQGHG�ZLWK�WKH�ODVW�GD\V�RI�$SULO��������+H�JHQHURXVO\�ZHQW�WKURXJK�WKH�PDSV�RI�WKH�/XGZLJVOXVW�DUHD�WKDW�,�KDG�EURXJKW��DQG�RIIHUHG�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�KLV�RZQ�ILOHV����+H�ZDV�DLGHG�LQ�SUHSDUDWLRQ�RI�KLV�ERRN�E\�IULHQGV�RU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ��ZLWK�VHYHUDO�SHRSOH�SURYLGLQJ�
QRWHV��ORJV��HWF�� 

+LV�DUWLOOHU\�EDWWHU\�KDG�HQGHG�XS�DW�/HXVVRZ��VRXWKZHVW�RI�/XGZLJVOXVW��DZD\�IURP�WKH�DUHD�ZKHUH�VL[W\�\HDUV�ODWHU�,�ZDV�VKRZQ�WKH�
6RYLHW�FHPHWHU\���7KH�6RYLHWV�KDG�KDOWHG�DW�*UDERZ��VHH�SUHYLRXV�PDSV����+RZHYHU��DQ�H[SHULHQFH�RI�KLV�LQ�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�5HG�
$UP\�LOOXPLQDWHV�WKH�LVVXH�RI�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�XQNQRZQV�EXULHG�WKHUH���0F.HQ]LH
V�ODVW�DVVLJQPHQW�ZLWK�WKH���QG�$LUERUQH�ZDV�LQ�WKH�
LQLWLDO�RFFXSDWLRQ�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�6HFWRU�RI�%HUOLQ� 

7KHUH��DIWHU�UHSHDWHG�UREEHULHV�RI�UHIXJHHV�RQ�WUDLQV�LQ�WKH�UDLO\DUG�SDWUROOHG�E\�WKH���QG��*HQHUDO�-DPHV�*DYLQ�RUGHUHG�VHQWULHV�WR�
VKRRW�WR�NLOO�DQ\RQH�RI�DQ\�QDWLRQDOLW\�ZKR�ZDV�LQ� 

 

WKH�DFW�RI�FRPPLWWLQJ�D�UREEHU\�RU�RWKHU�PDMRU�FULPH�DQG�ZKR�UHIXVHG�WR�EH�DUUHVWHG���3UHYLRXVO\��LQ�WKH�LQWHUHVW�RI�$OOLHG�VROLGDULW\��
8�6��VROGLHUV�KDG�WR�VWDQG�E\�DQG�ZDWFK�DV�5HG�$UP\�VROGLHUV�UREEHG�FLYLOLDQV���$ERXW�D�ZHHN�DIWHU�WKH�QHZ�RUGHU�ZDV�LVVXHG��D�8�6��
VHQWU\�NLOOHG�WKUHH�5HG�$UP\�VROGLHUV�ZKR�ZHUH�UREELQJ�SDVVHQJHUV���$�6RYLHW�FRORQHO�ZKR�VHUYHG�DV�D�OLDLVRQ�RIILFHU�ZDV�EURXJKW�WR�
WKH�VFHQH� 

�*DYLQ�DVNHG�2OHJ�KRZ�WKH�5XVVLDQ�DUP\�ZRXOG�UHSRUW�WKH�GHDWKV�RI�WKHVH�PHQ�WR�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV���2OHJ�VDLG�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�QRW�WHOO�WKH�
IDPLOLHV�DQ\WKLQJ�DW�DOO�DERXW�WKH�GHDWKV���+H�SRLQWHG�RXW�WKDW�WKH\�ZDVWHG�QR�PDQSRZHU�RQ�UHFRUGV�RU�GHDWK�UHSRUWV���7KH\�RQO\�NHSW�
UHFRUGV�RQ�RIILFHUV�DERYH�WKH�UDQN�RI�PDMRU���+H�VDLG�WKH\�KDG�EHDWHQ�WKH�*HUPDQV�EHFDXVH�HYHU\RQH�KDG�IRXJKW��WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�
FOHULFDO�MREV���+H�VDLG�LW�ZDV�KLV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKDW�RQO\�KDOI�RI�RXU�DUP\�ZDV�HQJDJHG�LQ�ILJKWLQJ��ZKLOH�WKH�UHVW�ZDV�NHHSLQJ�WUDFN�RI�
WKH�ILJKWHUV���2I�FRXUVH��WKLV�LV�WUXH�LQ�D�ZD\������2OHJ�ZHQW�RQ�WR�SRLQW�RXW�WKDW�ZKHQ�D�5XVVLDQ�OHIW�KLV�IDPLO\�WR�ILJKW��WKH\�FRQVLGHUHG�
WKDW�KH�ZDV�GHDG�DV�RI�WKDW�PRPHQW���,I�KH�FDPH�EDFN��LW�ZDV�ORRNHG�XSRQ�DV�D�OXFN\�VXUSULVH�� 

$�PRUH�FRPSOHWH�DFFRXQW�RI�WKLV�LV�RIIHUHG�LQ�0F.HQ]LH
V�ERRN��ZKLFK�WKRXJK�RXW-RI-SULQW��PD\�EH�DYDLODEOH�XVHG�RU�LQ�OLEUDULHV���7KLV�
LV�KLV�UHFROOHFWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�ZDV�VDLG�LQ�������EXW�LW�GRHV�ILW�ZLWK�RWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�LW�ILWV�ZLWK�ZKDW�,�VDZ�QHDU�/XGZLJVOXVW���0RVW�
LPSRUWDQWO\��WKH�5HG�$UP\�FRORQHO
V�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�DV�WR��ZKDW�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�ERGLHV�ZDV�WR�GXPS�WKHP�RII�DW�WKH�6RYLHW�PLOLWDU\�
KRVSLWDO
V�ORDGLQJ�GRFN���7KH�EXLOGLQJ�LQ�WKH�UHDU�RI��P\�SKRWR�RI�WKH�6RYLHW�FHQRWDSK�LV�RQ�WKH�VLWH�RI�WKH�PLOLWDU\�KRVSLWDO�IRU�WKH�
6RYLHWV���,W�ZRXOG�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�ERGLHV�RI�VROGLHUV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�DUHD�DV�WKH�IDUPHUV�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKHLU�ILHOGV�DQG�DV�UXEEOH�IURP�WKH�ODVW�
EDWWOHV�ZDV�FOHDUHG� 

,Q�������DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�RIILFLDO�1HXVWDGW�ZHEVLWH��WKH�6RYLHW�FRQYDOHVFHQW�KRVSLWDO�EHFDPH�D�WXEHUFXORVLV�KRVSLWDO���7KH�FROODSVH�RI�

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH���� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH���� 



SXEOLF�KHDOWK�VHUYLFHV�LQ�WKH�ODWH�VWDJHV�RI�WKH�ZDU�DQG�WKH�HDUO\�GD\V�RI�WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ�PDGH�WKLV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�VWHS���,Q�������WKH�
KRVSLWDO�UHWXUQHG�WR�PLOLWDU\�XVH��WKLV�WLPH�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDOYRONVDUPHH�--�WKH�1DWLRQDO�3HRSOHV�$UP\�RI�WKH�*'5� 

'XULQJ�P\�YLVLW�,�GLG�QRW�OHDUQ�WKH�JULPPHVW�RI�WKH�HYHQWV�DW�WKH�FORVH�RI�WKH�ZDU�LQ�WKLV�UHJLRQ���1RUWK�RI�/XGZLJVOXVW��DW�:|EEHOLQ��D�
VOHHS\�YLOODJH�JLYHQ�LWV�RIILFLDO�VWDWXV�LQ�������XQLPDJLQDEOH�KRUURUV�DZDLWHG�WKH�VROGLHUV�RI�WKH���QG�$LUERUQH���7KHQ�6HUJHDQW�
0F.HQ]LH��GHVFULEHG�LW� 

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH���� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH���� 

Mit punktlichkeit 
at 5:00 p.m. in 

Hamburg 
Hauptbahnhof, a 

Deutsche 

Reichsbahn Pazifik 
locomotive kicks 

up dirty snow as 
it stretches 
couplings taut on 

the evening Berlin 
Interzone Express. 

It is March 1971, 
and this train has 
an appointment 

with the Iron 
Curtain in 50 
minutes at 

Schwanheide.  It 
will roll through 

Ludwigslust 
without halt. 



³$V�*HUPDQ�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�FDPSV�ZHQW��:REHOHLQ�ZDV�D�PLQRU�DIIDLU���,W�KDG�RQO\�IRXU�WKRXVDQG�LQPDWHV��QR�JDV�FKDPEHUV��DQG�RQO\�
DERXW����SHUFHQW�RI�LWV�LQPDWHV�ZHUH�-HZV« 

³$V�ZH�DSSURDFKHG�WKH�FDPS�ZH�FRXOG�VPHOO�LW�IURP�WZR�PLOHV�DZD\���7KH�FRQGLWLRQV�WKHUH�ZHUH�WHUULEOH���7KH�FDPS�RQO\�KHOG�PHQ��VRPH�
RI�ZKRVH�QRUPDO�ZHLJKW�ZRXOG�EH�����SRXQGV�EXW�ZKR�ZHLJKHG�RQO\�KDOI�RI�WKDW�´ 

 

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH���� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH���� 



7KH�$LUERUQH�WURRSV�IRXQG�WKDW�WKH�LQPDWHV�KDG�UHYROWHG�DQG�NLOOHG�PRVW�RI�WKH�JXDUGV�DQG�WKH�FDPS�FRPPDQGDQW��KDQJLQJ�KLP�IURP�
WKH�VDPH�JDOORZV�WKDW�SULVRQHUV�KDG�EHHQ�H[HFXWHG�RQ���7KH�$PHULFDQV�VWUXJJOHG�WR�SURYLGH�IRRG�DQG�ZDWHU�WR�WKH�LQPDWHV��EXW�ZLWKLQ�D�
ZHHN��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�0F.HQ]LH��D�TXDUWHU�RI�WKHP�GLHG�RI�PDOQXWULWLRQ�DQG�RWKHU�UHODWHG�FDXVHV� 

 

 

/XGZLJVOXVW��DOO�RI������PHWHUV�DERYH�VHD�OHYHO�DW�LWV�WUDLQ�VWDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�IODW�DQG�IDVW�%HUOLQ-+DPEXUJ�UDLO�OLQH��LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SRLQW�LQ�LWV�

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH���� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH���� 

As on most days, broken clouds 
drift over farm villages of the 

German Democratic Republic.  Flying 
at 10,000 feet, as agreed to with 

the Soviets in pre-pressurization 
days, passengers saw diverse 
agricultural patterns in the places 

where the 82nd Airborne fought its 
last battle of World War II in 
1945, and where Maj. Arthur 

Nicholson was killed in 1985. 

Typical scene from 1970 snapped by 

R. W. Rynerson. 



DUHD��DQG�VR�LW�KDV�EHHQ�D�FURVVURDGV�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�LWV�VKDUH�RI�KLVWRU\���7KLV�LV�MXVW�D�VPDOO�SDUW�RI�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�VL[W\�\HDUV�DJR� 

 

 

 

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH���� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH���� 

Every so often, the East German 
farm landscape was scarred with 

the assembly and training 
grounds of Warsaw Pact units.  

Located only a few hours’ drive 
from major West German cities 
and NATO bases, these sites 

were kept under surveillance. 

1970 photo by R. W. Rynerson. 



Not all people in Ludwigslust are at ease in 
their new situation or as happy to see Americans-

- or any foreigners-- as their more open-minded 
community leaders. 

When my bus driver called his dispatcher to find 
out how to get an American to the memorial site, 
the dispatcher barked: 

“Why should I help him?” 

“He’s a customer,” the driver replied. 

“Oh.”  And grumpily, the dispatcher offered 

accurate directions. 

Local police blocking B191 for the memorial 

service to secure the roadside site told 
motorists and the author that the detour was due 
to a traffic accident.  Because I knew otherwise, 

they let me pass. 

A man watched intently as I chatted with other 
participants at the memorial service on March 

24th.  He was one of two people who showed more 
interest in me than in the proceedings.  Though 

he said nothing, but watched, another man came 
over to listen to what old-timers from the 
district were telling me of their recollections.  

When he approached, the stories were quickly 
wrapped up. 

Check the photo on Page 6.  Everyone else       
is listening to the speakers. 

7:2�&(1785,(6�$)7(5�1$32/(21 

(DUO\�LQ�������DV�,�VDW�LQ�'HQYHU�VWXG\LQJ�PDSV�IRU�P\�
/XGZLJVOXVW�VWRSRYHU��,�QRWLFHG�WKH�³)UHQFK�*URXQGV´�ILULQJ�
UDQJH�DQG�H[HUFLVH�SODFH�RQ�WKH������PDS���7KLV�VSDFH�ZDV�MXVW�RQ�
WKH�VRXWKHDVW�VLGH�RI�WKH�WRZQ���:KHQ�KDG�WKH�)UHQFK�EHHQ�
WKHUH"��,�NQHZ�WKH�URXJK�VFDOH�RI�WKH�1DSROHRQLF�ZDUV��EXW�DV�
ZLWK�PRVW�$PHULFDQV��LQ�VSLWH�RI�P\�SURIHVVRUV¶�EHVW�HIIRUWV��WKH�
GHWDLOV�KDG�QHYHU�VWXFN� 

 

 

7KH�1HXVWDGW-*OHZH�PXQLFLSDO�ZHEVLWH�SURYLGHG�WKH�FOXH��DW�
KWWS���ZZZ�QHXVWDGW-JOHZH�GH�JHVFKLFKWH�KWPO�� 

,W�QRWHV�WKDW�LQ�������)UHQFK�WURRSV�RFFXSLHG�WKH�WRZQ�DQG�FKRVH�
LWV�FKXUFK�DV�D�PLOLWDU\�KRVSLWDO���/DWHU��WKH�)UHQFK�VWDEOHG�KRUVHV�
LQ�WKH�FKXUFK���,Q�WKDW�\HDU��1DSROHRQ¶V�YLFWRULHV�DQG�FOHYHU�
GLSORPDF\�KDG�GHVWUR\HG�WKH�ROG�RUGHU�LQ�*HUPDQ\���WKH�+RO\�
5RPDQ�(PSLUH��ZKLFK��DV�$PHULFDQ�VWXGHQWV�VXPPDUL]H��ZDV�
QHLWKHU�KRO\��QRU�5RPDQ��QRU�DQ�HPSLUH����7KH�3UXVVLDQ�UXOHU��
)UHGHULFN�:LOOLDP�,,,��ZDV�OHIW�DV�NLQG�RI�D�ZHDN�EXIIHU�UXOHU�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�SRZHUIXO�HPSLUHV�RI�)UDQFH�DQG�5XVVLD��WKH�7UHDW\�
RI�7LOVLW����������/RFDWHG�QHDU�WKH�ERUGHU�RI�WKH�)UHQFK�(PSLUH�DW�
LWV�KHLJKW��/XGZLJVOXVW�EHFDPH�D�PLOLWDU\�EDVH�LQ������IRU�
+XVVDUV�DQG�*UHQDGLHUV� 

 

 

�&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH���� 

�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH���� 



$V�RXU�ORFDO�KRVWV�IRU�WKH����0DUFK������HYHQW�GURYH�PH�EDFN�WR�WRZQ��ZH�SDVVHG�WKH�³)UDQ]RVHQJUXQG´�ZKHUH�WKH�)UHQFK�KDG�FDUULHG�
RXW�WKHLU�WUDLQLQJ�H[HUFLVHV��MXVW�DV�WKH������PDS�KDG�UHSRUWHG���,Q�WKH�VWUXJJOHV�WR�RUJDQL]H�(XURSH�XQGHU�RQH�V\VWHP�RU�DQRWKHU��RXU�
ORVV�RI�0DMRU�$UWKXU�1LFKROVRQ�LQ������ZDV�RQO\�WKH�ODWHVW�WLPH�ZKHQ�ZRUOG�SRZHUV�KDYH�IDFHG�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�WKLV�TXLHW�IDUPODQG� 

,�OHIW�/XGZLJVOXVW�WZLFH��WKH�ILUVW�WLPH�DIWHU�P\�YLVLW�WR�WKH�6RYLHW�FHPHWHU\�DQG�WKH�VHFRQG�WLPH�RQ�0DUFK���WK�DIWHU�WKH�UHFHSWLRQ�IRU�
JXHVWV�DW�WKH�1LFKROVRQ�0HPRULDO���7KH�SDVW�VHJXHG�LQWR�WKH�IXWXUH�RQ�ERWK�RFFDVLRQV� 

2Q�P\�ILUVW�GHSDUWXUH�IURP�/XGZLJVOXVW��D�VWUDQJHU�FDPH�XS�WR�PH�DQG�P\�KRVW�DQG�DQQRXQFHG�LQ�D�FRQVSLUDWRULDO�WRQH�LQ�*HUPDQ��³,�
NQRZ�WKDW�\RX�DUH�UHDOO\�D�5XVVLDQ�´��,�ODXJKHG��DV�PRVW�$PHULFDQV�ZRXOG��EXW�P\�H[-(DVW�*HUPDQ�IULHQG�ZLQFHG�DQG�WULHG�WR�SXOO�PH�
DZD\�IURP�KLP���$V�D�PHPEHU�RI�D�IRUPHU�FXOWXUH�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�VWUDQJHVW�DFFXVDWLRQV�E\�,QRIIL]LHOHQ�0LWDUEHLWHUQ��XQRIILFLDO�FROOHDJXHV��
ZRXOG�EH�GXWLIXOO\�DGGHG�WR�RQH¶V�6WDWH�6HFXULW\�ILOHV��VKH�UHDFWHG�ZLWK�FDXWLRQ���2Q�DUULYDO�DW�%HUOLQ-2VWEDKQKRI��KH�FDPH�XS�WR�PH�
DJDLQ�DQG�UHLWHUDWHG�WKDW�KH�KDG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�,�ZDV�D�5XVVLDQ���6XVSLFLRQ�UHPDLQV�WKH�GDLO\�EUHDG�RI�VRPH�*HUPDQV� 

2Q�P\�VHFRQG�GHSDUWXUH��WKHUH�ZDV�D�VZHHWHU�VFHQH���0\�VHDWPDWH�RQ�WKH�,QWHUFLW\�WUDLQ�WR�%HUOLQ�ZDV�D�*HUPDQ�QDYDO�FDGHW�KHDGHG�
KRPH�IRU�WKH�(DVWHU�KROLGD\V���:H�FKDWWHG�EULHIO\��DQG�,�WKRXJKW�RI�DVNLQJ�KLP�DERXW�KLV�OLIH��EXW�KLV�DWWHQWLRQ�WXUQHG�WRZDUG�D�VK\��
\RXQJ�*HUPDQ�ZRPDQ�RI�KLV�RZQ�DJH�ZKR� 

 

WXUQHG�RXW�WR�EH�LPSUHVVHG�ZLWK�KLV�DWWHQWLRQ���$V�DQ�$UP\�YHWHUDQ��,�FRXOG�RQO\�VLJK--�WKDW�1DY\�XQLIRUP�GRHV�LW�HYHU\�WLPH� 

$V�WKH�\RXQJ�FRXSOH�IOLUWHG��,�WXUQHG�P\�H\HV�WRZDUG�WKH�SDVVLQJ�ILU�WUHHV�DQG�ZRQGHUHG�ZKDW�IXWXUH�VWRULHV�ZRXOG�HPHUJH�IURP�WKH�
HPEUDFLQJ�IRUHVWV�RI�0HFNOHQEXUJ� 
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Click on the box at left for 
more on modern Germany, 

describing the period at the 
halfway point in the division 

of the country, 1969. 
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