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CHRONOS- Year 1970

Chronology 1970

Updated 27 Mar 13.

Thi s page provides a chronol ogy of events that shaped the period that
"Berlin 1969" describes in 1970. This page will be updated fromtine to
tinme.

1970: Ex-Col oradan Dean Reed is a recording star in Eastern Europe.
Since 1967, he has namde appearances in big cities of the Soviet Union and
other Socialist countries. |In this period, Reed takes up residence in
East Berlin, becomng in effect a country nusic star without a country.
[--rwr note: Blossoming in his transplanted setting, Reed devel oped a
devoted following that still has fond nenories of himtoday.]

Fans keep Dean Reed's memory on the Web.
http://www.deanreed.de/

2 Jan 70: Extension of U Bahn Line 7 fromBritz-Sud to Zwi ckauer Dammin
the American Sector (3.4 knm) opens. Later in the winter, obscure Line 5
of the U Bahn, which shuttled between Deutsche-Oper-Platz and

Ri chard-Wagner-Platz in the British Sector, is discontinued in
preparation for construction of the next segnent of Line 7.

(Ri chard-\Wagner-Pl atz U Bahnhof is reopened in 1978 on the extended
line.)

14 Jan 70: In his State of the Nation address to the Bundestag (simlar

to the U S. presidents' State of the Union speech), WIIly Brandt outlines
his governnment's views on the Special Status of Berlin, and supports the

Four - Power tal ks on inproving conditions for West Berlin.

28 Jan 70: Anerican pianist Barbara N ssman presents a Kl avier-Abend at
t he Konzertsaal Bundesallee. On the sane bitterly cold night, the
Akadem sches Orchester appears at the Phil harnonie, the Hochschul e fuer
Musi k hosts a Lieder-Abend with vocalist Josef Geindl, and the

Zwoel f - Apostel -Saal is the venue for a Violin-Abend with Konstantin
Plaeinitz. A typical night in Wst Berlin-- Brahns on the Bundesall ee
versus Brahns at the Phil harnonie. [--rw note: In an uphill battle,

Ni ssman sparkl es, but she is outnunbered by the Academ ¢ Orchestra down
the street. For the full story of her maiden concert in Berlin,visit

"Ni ssman Debuts" in Stories/Geschichte section of this website. ]
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28 Feb 70: MG Ferguson is replaced by MG George M Sei gnious. The new
USCOB commander, a |anky Texan, swaps the Mercedes |ino favored by
Ferguson for use of the U S Anbassador to Germany's Lincoln Continental
limo. Runors anong G's are that Seignious clainmed that he needed nore
leg room The Lincoln stretch has junp seats for security nmen, which
when folded up offer plenty of roomfor a Texan. [--rw note: |In one of
the | esser known events of the Cold War, | once wangled a ride in the
Lincoln lim, which in Wst Berlin traffic was like sailing on the S. S
United States through a school of German fishing boats.]

19 Mar 70: First neeting of the heads of state of the two Germanies--
WIlly Brandt for West Germany and WIli Stoph for East Germany, in the
East German city of Erfurt.

26 Mar 70: Anbassadors of the Four Powers neet in the Alied Control
Aut hority Building (former German Suprene Court Building) for the first
tinme since the start of the Berlin Blockade in 1948. As the building is
in the American Sector of the divided city, they are guarded by U S.
MIlitary Police, who in turn are guarded by the West Berlin city police.

The synbolismis deep. The victorious Allied powers mght actually be
getting back on track to resolving issues left frozen two decades
earlier. [--rw note: Colleagues of mne who are on the U S. Arny's bonb
squad searching the building tell me about finding the forgotten

coll ection of books, docunents, maps that were gathered for the Alied
staff who thought they m ght have to adm ni ster a broken, defeated
Germany for years. A schene to deputize ne for the bonb squad so that |
can get in to see this falls through, as soneone hi gher up points out
that | mght actually find a bonb, and had no training on what to do if
that distraction canme up. | did drop by to watch the diplonmats and staff
arriving. For nore on the talks, read about themin the Troubled TInes
section of this website.]

3 May 70: QG| pipeline from Saudi Arabia to the Mediterranean Sea
interrupted in Syria, creating all-time tanker rate highs fromJune to
Decenber. [--rw note: In hindsight, this |aunched the Energy Crisis as
an issue, as it denonstrated how easily M ddl e Eastern countries could
gain attention or actual advantages by pressure on oil supplies. Not
much | ater, these issues were to overlap into German events. Read "The
Terror Tax" in the Stories/Geschichte section of this website. ]

26 Jun 70: (Opening of the 20th International FilmFestival in Wst
Berlin.

12 Aug 70: Treaty of Mscow, FRG (West Germany) signs non-agression pact
and acknow edgenent of all the existing borders in Europe, including the
Qder - Nei sse Border between Germany and Pol and and the boundary between
the FRG (BRD) and CGDR ( DDR).

28 Sep - 8 Oct 70: Aaron Copland conducts in Berlin concerts. See
American Memory - photos by Victor Kraft
http:// menory. | oc. gov/ ammen col | ecti ons/ copl and/ acres2. htn .
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16 Nov 70: The first special |anes for buses opened in West Berlin
(Taunt zienstr.-Kleiststr and the Hauptstrasse in Schoeneberg).

7 Dec 70: Treaty of Warsaw, FRG (West Cernmany) signs non-agression pact,
recogni zes the Qder- Nei sse Border between Germany and Pol and, and
normal i zes diplomatic relations between the two signing nations.

9 Dec 70: Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries neets in
Caracas, Venezuel a and established mnimumtax rate for petroleum Al so
demands that posted oil prices be changed to reflect changes in foreign
exchange rates [so that as the US$ fell in value, oil prices set in

dol | ars woul d be adjusted upwards].

More on energy price influences through the years.
http://www.eia.gov/totalenergy/data/annual/perspectives.cim

Print sources include print publications of:

The Allied Museum Berlin.

The Press and Information Ofice of the Land Berlin.

The Land Berlin Central Ofice for Political Education.

The BVG (Berlin's transit system at ww. bvg.de for 75th anniversary
history of Berlin's unified transit system

Your AFTV Program

Ver kehrsant Berlin.

Bering, Henrik; Qutpost Berlin; edition q, inc.; Carol Stream 1l1linois;
1995; 266 pages.

Central Library in Berlin.
http://ww. zl b. de/

Ri chard Huf fman's Baader - Mei nhof pages focus on Gernman terrorists.
htt p://ww. baader - nei nhof . com ti nel i ne/

Return to Berlin 1969.
http://ww. berlinl969. com
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